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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. 
The town has a long history and a unique architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of 
our generation. it should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are worthy of the past and 
a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. It produces a Bulletin of articles of local interest 
and a Newsletter thrice yearly. Its 1969 report on the High Street conservation area was well received as a 
basis for future policy. It is very active in monitoring all planning applications and making representations to 
the authorities on planning issues. It has held six exhibitions, planted frees, restored the churchyard railings, 
produced surveys of trees, seats and playground equipment, presented seats in memory of leading former 
members to Sackville College and the High Street, published a book of reminiscences, three sets of postcards 
reproducing old photographs and two town trails and, with the Town Council, established the now independent 
Town Museum. 

The Society is registered as a charity (no.257870) and with the Civic Trust and is a member of the Federation 
of Sussex Amenity Societies. A copy of its constitution is available on request. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be sseen to represent public opinion; the larger 
the membership the greater the influence. The subscription is £10 p.a., renewable on 1 January every year 
(except by those joining on or after 1 October). Persons wishing only to receive the Bulletin can do so at a 
special rate of L5 per calendar year, payable in advance to the Editor (address on cover). 

PRESIDENT M. J. LEPPARD, M.A. 

OFFICERS, 1999-2000 

CHAIRMAN vacant 
VICE-CHAIRMAN AND TREASURER K. W. HUDSON 

SECRETARY J. W. BRIDLE 
EDITOR OF BULLETIN M. J. LEPPARD, M.A. 

Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor (address on cover), through whom permission must be sought to 
reproduce any contents. Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. Opinions in signed 
articles are not necessarily anyone's but their author's. 

PAST CHAIRMEN 

1968-72 P. D. WOOD, F.RI.C.S. 
1972-74 B. C. ThOMPSON, B.Sc., C.Eng. 1974-78 M. J. LEPPARD, M.A. 

1978-86 C. K HARTLAND, A.A.Dip., F.RJ.B.A., M.R.T.P.I. 
1986-88 A. W. SCOPES, M.A., B.Sc. 1988 (part) M. J. LEPPARD, M.A. 

1988-91 Mrs D. YARWOOD, A.T.D. 1992 (part) Cr Mrs J. M. D. ANDREWS 
1992-99 Mrs L A. SANSOM 

BACK N1Jl'IBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies £1 + postage, set of all issues still in 
print (54) £20 post free to members and subscribers, £30 post free to all others. Names can be put on a 
waiting list for out-of-print issues. Unwanted back-numbers (even damaged or defective ones) are always 
welcome for re-sale. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	 No. 70 (Spring 2000) 

EDITORIAL 

This is your editor's first venture into producing the Bulletin on a computer. Readers are 
asked therefore to excuse any imperfections resulting from his late embracing of modern technology; 
he hopes that increasing experience and confidence will lead to improved presentation in future 
issues. Meanwhile he trusts that the contents will continue to maintain the standards that readers 
have come to expect. One immediate benefit is that more text can be accommodated on a page 
without loss of legibility, and so there is more reading matter at no more expense. 

COVER PICTURE: Reduced (71%) facsimile of the front and back pages of the East Grinstead 
Observer for Friday 3 March 1950 as reproduced by the paper as a souvenir of its stand at the 
Chamber of Commerce's first trade show, held at the Whitehall from 8 to 11 March that year. An 
enlarged version is printed on pp. 8f below, imperfectly because the original suffers from the 
weaknesses of hot-metal print. The Kent and Sussex Courier's souvenir was a reduced facsimile of 
the whole of its East Grinstead edition for Friday 10 February, unfortunately so poorly printed that 
reproduction here is impossible. The fifty years ago theme continues on pp.  10-14. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO: Bulletin 16 (February 1975) reported a very active Society with 
plans underway for an exhibition 'A Look at East Grinstead', a tree survey and participation in West 
Sussex Record Office's project for European Architectural Heritage Year, a photographic survey of 
the county. The first tentative steps were being taken towards the possible creation of a museum. 
We supported the campaign to save East Court for public uses as its then owners, Mid Sussex District 
Council, contemplated disposing of it, having need of two rooms only. 

AS OTHERS SAW US (13A): 'The high level station has two island platforms ... 	The [lower 
station] is nearly at right angles, but all platforms are well connected. 	There are many neat station 
buildings and refreshment rooms, while in many cases three or four trains are arranged to connect 
here with one another.' - J. Francis, Railway Magazine, vol. 35 (1914), p. 227 	 D. G. 

(1313): 'East Grinstead was a great railway centre. 	I use the past tense because nationalisation 
threatens to rob it of at least two of the four lines that converge at its two stations. They are on two 
different levels ... which in my youth [born 18871 belonged to two different companies, who 
carefully arranged their time-tables so as to avoid any possible connection. The hope that the train 
for Forest Row might be two minutes late, and so allow us to catch it from Dormans Land, was never 
realised. No doubt East Grinstead will still be left in communication with London and Lewes, but 
one cannot deny that in these days Horsham and Tunbridge Wells are both more easily reached by 
road.' - Sheila Kaye-Smith, Weald of Kent and Sussex (1953), p. 93 	 M. J. L. 

NOTE: In fact both levels belonged to the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. 	Dormans Land is 
not an error for Dormans [station] but Miss Kaye-Smith's home village. 	 ED. 

AS WE SAW OURSELVES (4): [Planning annual holiday] 'I look forward to but little enjoyment 
except perhaps a change from the London Road. That after many months of perambulating it 
always becomes very abhorrent to me and I yearn for something fresh.' - Rev. Laughton Alison 
(Chaplain, St Margaret's Convent, 1867-92), diary, 12 Sept. 1890 (loaned to East Grinstead library 1973 
by Mr A. J. Fox of Gillingham, Kent) 

NEXT BULLETIN (No. 71, Autumn 2000) will contain an article on the origins and development of 
Moat Road. Any other contributions to the Editor as soon as possible, please. 



WEALDEN ESTATES, PARENT MANORS AND DRO YE WAYS 	 Peter Gwynne 

I have read with interest recent Bulletins of the East Grinstead Society. In looking afresh at 
the landscape of the Surrey-Sussex border one cannot help noticing long corridors of hedgerows 
which lead from the common land (which seems to have originally occupied the present county 

boundaries) back to the older settlements in the Thames valley or near the south coast. 

Sometimes there are still roads or footpaths continuing on the hedgerow lines, though not 
always. Many of these hedgerows must have been long-established by the time of the Norman 
conquest. It seems obvious that the corridors so enclosed were the droveways whereby older peasant 
settlements were able to keep in touch with the land attached to their estates deep in the Weald. 

The routes vary in width; nowadays they may be two fields wide but may have been double 
that at earlier times. Many are very easy to see, particularly on tithe maps. (Modern enclosure 
hedgerows must be ignored.) For example (i) they appear from the Redhill gap down through 
Horley/Burstow to the boundary commons, (ii) they are traceable from the Billingshurst area up to 
the river meadows north of Slinfold, (iii) they are clear going past or from Horsham up to the border 
at Rusper. 

The original droveways would have needed overnight stopping places, by a water supply, 
where the droveway may widen for a short distance. Since at first any animal husbandry on the 
county boundary was seasonal, the droveways were vital. But when more permanent settlement 
developed, the wide droveways lost their purpose. Parts of the route were enclosed, nibbled away, 
leaving vestiges only as local lanes and footpaths which might now form a tortuous route as they 
follow either side - or the centre - of the original droveway. 

Some can be identified in manorial records, particularly in the distant parent holding. In 
Honey, for example, some fields belonging to Coulsdon and Sutton manors occupy clear former 
droveways. From Slinfold southwards several manors, up to 15 miles long and 2 fields wide, are 
obviously enclosed droveways. Others can only be surmised, such as one leading southwards from 
West Green in Crawley. 

Thus, wherever we can trace a link between a Wealden holding and a remote parent manor, 
we should look for those droveways because they were the original lifeline for the Wealden 
farmsteads. If we cannot find evidence in records of linkages, then identifying the course and 
direction of the first droveways may suggest a possible parent. 

This is why I have been particularly interested in your attempts to determine the parent 
manors for your Domesday (and other early) farm estates. I would love to be able to draw together 
the experiences of the many individuals who are burrowing away in their own local parishes (the 
normal modern base area) but may not be aware of what similar work is being carried out elsewhere. 
Perhaps this could be arranged? 

Anyone who would like to be involved in such collaboration, perhaps including a meeting to discuss it, is 
invited to contact the Editor. The articles to which Mr Gwynne refers have appeared in several issues from 
no.58 (Spring 1996) onwards, particularly 61 (Spring 1997; M. J. Leppard, 'Domesday Book and the origins 
of settlement in East Grinstead') and 68 (Autumn 1999; C. J. Hobbs, 'The parents of some East Grinstead 
manors'). Mr Gwynne's own research has related particularly to the Crawley and Honey areas. 



L1 
HUNDREDS, TITHINGS, HAMLET: ADDENDA 	 M. J. Leppard 

With reference to my article on this subject in Bulletin 68 'Mr D. S. Rawlings has drawn my 
attention to an article by him on the Hundred of Rushmonden 2  which I in turn commend to readers. 
It gives a good clear account of Hundreds and Tithings and the Hundred courts in general and is 
complemented by an edited translation by Mrs Rawlings of the proceedins at the Views of 
Frankpledge for Danehill Sheffield and Rushmonden Hundreds in October 1576 

Commenting on my article Mr Rawlings writes: 'I note you say that Horsted Keynes and 
Sheffield were tithings of Rushmonden and that Sheffield was styled the Liberty of Leicester in 1296. 
I would quibble at this. [In my article] I suggest that Rushmonden was divided into three parts, 
perhaps as early as 1101 when the Honour of Mortain was forfeited to the King. The eastern part 
was called the Liberty of Leicester, later Lancaster, but was often referred to as Rushmonden, which 
can cause some confusion. The tithings of the Liberty included Nutley, said to be within the parishes 
of Maresfield, West Hoathly and East Grinstead, and Horsted, which was Little Horsted rather than 
Horsted Keynes. The other two parts of Rushmonden were Danehill Sheffield, mainly covering 
Danehill and that part of Fletching not in the Liberty, and Danehill Horsted, which is the Horsted 
Keynes you mention and is, so far as I am aware, identical with the Manor of Horsted Broadhurst.'" 

I am sure Mr Rawlings is correct in these statements in the light of the evidence in his article 
from the 1579 survey of the Duchy of Lancaster and the Views of Frankpledge quoted, certainly as 
far as the late 16th century is concerned. Nevertheless, the attributions in the 13th and 14th century 
subsidy rolls are as given in my article, which may indicate that the division of the Hundred of 
Rushmonden took place later than Mr Rawlings suggests. In any event it would be unwise to 
assume that Hundreds and Tithings were never adjusted from time to time, just as administrative 
boundaries are today. 

The position in the 19th century is not necessarily illuminated any better by consulting other 
works. T. W. Horsfield, who is generally regarded as reliable for his own times, says, writing in 
1835, that the Hundred of East Grinstead 'has but one parish, and that of its own name'. 5 . He makes 
no mention of any part of East Grinstead in his entries for Rushmonden and Loxfield Dorset 
Hundreds, both of which he states to be composed of whole parishes. The attributions of Forest 
Row to Burleigh Arches and East Grinstead borough to Rushmonden in 1809 6  seem to be pure 
fantasy. 

Mrs Heather Wane's suggestions about the origins of the Deanery of South Mailing seem to 
support my arguments for it as the parent of Hackenden. It is to be hoped that she will soon be able 
to publish them so that they may receive due consideration in our pages and elsewhere. Account 
should also be taken of the almost straight line formed by the path running south from Hackenden to 
Moat Pond, the stretch of Moat Road to the footbridge, the fmal leg of London Road as far as the 
High Street, the entrance to Judges Close and then Harwoods Lane down to the Medway, a possible 
candidate for the sort of route discussed by Mr Gwynne on pA. above 8 

REFERENCES 

M. J. Leppard, 'Hundreds and tithings and a hamlet too', East Grinstead Society Bulletin 68 (Autumn 1999), pp. 10-13 
2  Derek Rawlings, 'The View of Frankpledge and all that in the Hundred of Rushmonden', Danehill Parish Historical 
Society Magazine, vol.5, no.5 (Nov. 1995), pp. 6-13  ibid, pp. 14-17 4  Personal communication, 21 Sept. 1999 
History of Sussex, vol.1, p.385. 6 Attree's Topography of Brighton and picture of the roads, pp.53,54 Talk to the 
East Grinstead Society, 17 March 2000. 8  First drawn to my attention by Mr P. D. Wood, though without suggesting 
any parent. 
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LIGHT AND HEAVY WHEELWRIGHT. 

Estimates given for Erecting or Repairing every descrzblthn of 
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Hot and Cold Water Work, 
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0. 
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WELLS IN AND AROUND THE HIGH STREET (Bulletin 64 (Spring 1998), pp. 5-8 
	

Editor 

Mr P. W. Sowan of Subterranea 
Britannica has written to say that tunnels 
leading off sideways at depth are not 
unusual. These adits are simply to 
intersect water-bearing fissures in the rock; 
they do not 'go' anywhere. He has also 
supplied a copy of a report of an 
investigation of the well in the quadrangle 
of Sackville College by members of the 
Wealden Cave and Mine Society on 7 July 
1992 1 . It says: 

The well was largely unlined, dug in 
Tunbridge Wells Sandstone. The college 
dates from the 17th century, and the well is 
probably contemporary with it. At a number 
of places ... recesses have been made to take 
horizontal timbers, which would have 
supported pipework and a pumping 
mechanism, of which there is no evidence 
today. A small piece of plumber's solder was 
found on a ledge, providing further evidence of 
this. The pump is likely to have been installed 
in the 19th century. The well increases in 
diameter with depth, from 0.8 m. at surface to 
1.6m. at water level. 

An accompanying diagram shows it 
to be stone-lined for the first 4.25 m., 
unlined for the next 2.0 m., brick for the 
next .75 m. and then unlined, with the 
water level at 23.5 m., i.e. about 70 feet, 
which agrees well with the 78 foot 3 ins 
sounded in 1970. 

Mr S. Pearson has kindly supplied 
the following corrections and additions to 
our previous article. 

There are two wells in the grounds 
of the College, one under the kitchen 
garden., where George Knight's house once 
stood, the other under the lodge in Church 
Lane. The one in the road in front of the 
College was loosely filled with rubble by 
the Urban District Council but not capped. 
The well pump from behind Old Stone 
House was made by Woolgars. Other 
wells are behind Amherst House, in the 
grounds of Sackville House (with the 
welthouse visible through the arch), at no. 

IOHN TOOTIII, 
HIGH STREET, EAST GRINSTEAD, 

3jirauttt & anitat tumbtr 
And Plumber by appointment to the East Grinstead Gas 

and Water Company. 

HOUSE DECORATOR AND GENERAL CONTRACTOR. 

MsIoN8, GREENHOUSES, &C., &C., hEATED BY lOT WATER, 

ON THE MOST Arvitovin PRINCIPLES. 



73 High Street, in the cellar of no. 75 (sealed), at the Rocklands site (College Lane! Lewes Road 
junction), at the northern end of Old Road under the concreted stump and at its western end where 
cottages formerly stood. 

Wells are selectively marked on the large scale Ordnance Survey maps from 1873 onwards. 

The advertisements opposite are from East Grinstead and Environs (1885). George Durrant Woolgar was of 
the family that made the pump behind Old Stone House and John Tooth restored the town well in 1863, as 
related in Bulletin 64. 

'Peter M. Burgess, 'Sackville College well, East Grinstead', Wealden Cave and Mine Society, Cave and Quarry, no.3 
(1994), p. 35  

THE PLACE-NAME SAINT HILL 
	

M. J. Leppard 

The English Place-Name Society gives Saynt Hill in 1568 as its earliest reference and 
suggests the name may mean 'singed or burned hill', comparable to St Ives in Hartfield [1]. The 
1568 citation [2], however, proves to refer to Sandhill at Crawley Down, which appears as Sainthill 
in 1602 also [3]. 

Budgen's map of Sussex of 1724 gives the earliest known record of our Saint Hill, marking it 
Santhill. Santhill is also the form on the earliest known picture of the house, painted by James 
Lambert sen. In the 1780s [4]. Saint-hill is first found in the set of estate maps prepared for its 
owner, Gibbs Crawfurd, in 1776 [5] and becomes the invariable spelling from the 1790s onwards [6]. 

Immediately north of the house and gardens on the 1776 map is a field named Sand Mead. 
This makes it probable that sand is the word behind Santhill and that Sainthill is a more or less 
deliberate romantic development of it. With no reference before the 18th century the E. P. N. S.'s 
tentative etymology can make no further claim. 

From 1274 to 1597/8 we have references to a Sandhill in East Grinstead in the manor and 
tithing of Imberhorne; it also appears as a surname [7]. This Sandhill appears to adjoin or be part of 
the Crawley Down Sandhill; there is no indication that it might be at our Saint Hill site. The 
personal name Sandknapp(e) or Sandknepp(e) found in Imberhorne manor and tithing from 1285 to 
96 looks like an alternative or earlier form of the same name. 

To complicate matters, there was another Sandhills here in the 16th and 17th centuries, near 
where Sackville College now stands [9]. Given the local geology, the prevalence of such names is 
not surprising. 

REFERENCES: B.L. = British Library; PNSx = A. Mawer & F. M. Stenton, The Place-names of Suusex (1930); 
S.A. C. = Sussex Archaeological Collections; S.R.S. = Sussex Record Society 

[1] PNSx, p. 333  [2] S.A.C. 41, p.205  [3] S.R.S. 33, pp.9, 47 (I owe these references to Dr A. F. Hughes of Horsham, 
an enquiry from whom led me to this research.) [4] BL Add MS 5676 09 (1 owe this reference and indication of date 
to Mr J. H. Farrant of Lewes. The picture is reproduced in Sussex Notes & Queries, vol.1, opposite p.210; the date on 
that page is, approximately, that of the Crawfiirds' acquisition of the house, not of the painting.) [5] BL C.7e 18(1) [6] 
Universal British Doreclory 1794, Gardner & Gream map of Sussex 1795 [7] PNSX p.333 for early references; S.R.S. 
39 (The 'Buckhurst Terrier'), p.48 for latest [8] Hundred roll (Budgen notebook 110. Barbican House, Lewes) 1285: 
Subsidy roll (S.R.S. 10, p.34) 1296; intermediate references in Lewes Priory documents (S.A.C. 35, pp.120f., S.R.S. 38, 
p.88) [9] First noted 1549 (S.A.C. 109, p.32), then 1597/98 (S.RS. 39, p.58 & map XXXIX). 
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BUS SERVICES IN EAST GRINSTEAD FIFTY YEARS AGO 	 David Gould 

When one comes to look at bus services provided in the East Grinstead area for summer 1950 
the first thing one notices is how much more frequent and regular most of them were in comparison 
with those of today. Half-hourly or hourly services were the norm, and what is more they ran at 

those standard intervals all day and even on Sundays. 

To some it must seem that it was a golden age of buses but there were some minus points: 
passengers were left behind at the stop if the bus was full, only three standing passengers being 
allowed in single-deck vehicles; scheduled journey times were longer than those of today; and at 
least one operator offered only single tickets - no returns, transfers or seasons. And, if a route did 
not pay, it was summarily withdrawn, there being no county support as there is now. 

In 1950 four operators worked buses in East Grinstead. The major one was the recently -
nationalised London Transport Executive, whose Country Area buses in Lincoln green were worked 
from Garland Road, Godstone and Crawley garages. It was a huge, impersonal and inflexible 
concern which would tolerate no competition within its designated area. However, its buses were 
reliable and its timekeeping generally very good. Two other large operators, Maidstone & District 
Motor Services and Southdown Motor Services, were part of the privately-owned British Electric 
Traction Group. M. & D.'s buses were dark green and Southdown's light green. Southdown 
offered return tickets and a limited number of transfers at key interchange points. The only 
independent operator was Sargent's of East Grinstead, operating from Cantelupe Road, its routes 
being carefully planned not to compete with the big concerns. Its buses were deep blue. 

There were also three coach services, one by L.T.E., one by Southdown and one by Beacon 
Motor Services from Rotherfield, whose vehicles were painted silver-grey. 

Fifty years later we have only two operators: Arriva, formerly London & Country (successor 
to the L.T.E.), with its hideous bluish livery, and Metrobus East Surrey, part of the Go-Ahead Group, 
whose buses in their cheerful blue and yellow compete with Arriva on certain roads. Both receive 
county support on some services. 

Let us now look in detail at the bus services with which East Grinstead was favoured in 
summer 1950. 

London Transport 

Service 409, West Croydon, Godstone, Lingfield, Felbridge, East Grinstead, Forest Row: 
Half-hourly between Croydon and East Grinstead, hourly beyond. Journey time 1 hr 50 mm. First bus to 
Croydon 6.55 weekdays, 8.58 Sundays, both from King Street. Last bus from Croydon 9.20 p.m. daily. 

Although the road between East Grinstead and Forest Row was Southdown 'territory', L.T. 
was allowed to run its buses here for through-passengers' convenience but it was not permitted to 
carry passengers between Forest Row Swan and railway station, where the bus turned round. The 
amount of traffic carried probably did not justify a half-hourly service between Godstone and East 
Grinstead except in summer, although there was considerable local traffic between the town and 
Felbridge, short-workings being provided at certain times of day. 

Service 424, East Grinstead Stone Quarry, Crown, Feibridge, Crawley Down or Snow Hill, 
Horley, Irons Bottom or Duxhurst, Reigate: Half-hourly weekdays and Sunday afternoons, hourly Sunday 
mornings. Journey time about 1 hr 20 mm. Some buses started or finished at King Street, and Stone Quarry 



(to which the route had been extended only in May 1949) had no Sunday morning service. First bus to 
Reigate 6.53 weekdays, 8.57 Sundays (both from King Street). Last bus from Reigate 10.18 p.m. daily. 

Despite the lavish service the route ran at a loss, by 1956 described as 'considerable'. 
However, at school times local passengers between Felbridge and the town were often left behind at 
the stops. The present-day equivalent, service 324, has only one return journey Mondays to Fridays, 
neither Honey nor Reigate proving very attractive to Grinstead folk it would seem. 

Service 428, East Grinstead King Street, Baidwins Hill, Lingfield, Dormans Land: Hourly 
Monday to Friday mid-mornings, weekday evenings, all day on Sundays, half-hourly at other times. Journey 
time 26 mm. First bus to Dormans Land 7.34 weekdays, 9.4 Sundays. Last bus from Dormans Land 10.39 
p.m. daily. 

Today's nearest equivalent, at the time of writing, is service 509, just five or six journeys, 
Mondays to Fridays only, between the town and Lingfield [due to be replaced by the time this is 
published by service 246 Bromley, Edenbridge, Dormans Land, Lingfield, East Grinstead]. 

Service 434, Edenbridge, Dormans Land, Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead, Kingscote, 
Turners Hill, Crawley Down, Duke's Head, Crawley, Horsham. Hourly between Edenbridge and 
Turners Hill, hourly between Dormans Land and Horsham (two buses an hour between Dormans Land and 
Turners Hill) for most of the day; on Sundays hourly throughout between Edenbridge and Horsham. Journey 
time about 1 hr 50 mm. Most of the service was provided by Crawley garage but at least one vehicle came 
from East Grinstead (Garland Road). 

Today the section of route between Edenbridge and Dormans Land is covered, at the time of 
writing, by the 238 [due to be replaced by the 246], between Dormans Land and East Grinstead by 
the 409, between East Grinstead and Kingscote by the 473 (with nothing between Kingscote and 
Turners Hill), between East Grinstead and Turners Hill by the 84 via West Hoathly, between Turners 
Hill and Crawley by the 82, 84 or 88 and between Crawley and Horsham by the 83. Through-
passengers between Grinstead and Crawley are better served now than in 1950, as the 83, via 
Feibnidge and Crawley Down, is more direct. 

Service 494, East Grinstead King Street, Baidwins Hill, Lingfield, Crowhurst, Tandridge, 
Oxted: Six journeys each way on weekdays, five on Sundays. Journey time a leisurely one hour. First bus 
to Oxted 7.45 weekdays, 10.36 Sundays. Last bus from Oxted 9.40 p.m. 

This route, which had begun on 7 January 1948, was worked by a one-man-operated Leyland 
Cub bus. [No modem equivalent] 

Green Line service 708, East Grinstead King Street, Lingfield, Caterham, Victoria, Two 
Waters, Hemel Hempstead: Every half hour from 6.0 weekdays, 7.0 Sundays, till 9.30 p.m. daily. Journey 
time to Victoria 1 hr 42 mm., to Hemel Hempstead just over 3 hrs. Garland Road provided seven coaches for 
the service and Two Waters the other six. Season tickets were available by prior arrangement. The single 
fare from Grinstead to Victoria was 3s. 7d. from 1 October 1950. 

In March 1950 a proposal for a service within the town had been rejected by L.T.E., which 
reckoned there would be insufficient traffic. Similarly L.T. turned down a suggested direct route 
from Grinstead to Crawley via Rowfant and Worth for the same reason - though such a route was in 
fact started on 11 June 1952. 

On 1 October 1950 L.T. bus fares were increased and workmen's tickets abolished, replaced 
by 'early morning singles', which were slightly than the standard fares. Coach fares, surprisingly, 
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were reduced. L.T. bus travel was quite expensive if you had to change from one route to another 
anywhere. 

Maidstone & District 

Service 91, Tunbridge Wells, Groombridge, Hartfield, Ashurst Wood memorial., East 
Grinstead station: Hourly mornings, half-hourly afternoons and evenings. Journey time 1 hr 10 mm. First 
bus to Tunbridge Wells 7.35 weekdays, 9.35 Sundays. Last bus to East Grinstead 8.47 p.m. daily. 

This was the only route via Forest Row to serve Ashurst Wood village as both Southdown and 
London Transport used the A22, calling at the Three Crowns. Tunbridge Wells garage provided the 
vehicles, usually double-deck, which ran to and from East Grinstead station via Railway Approach - 
not then a one-way road. 

Today's equivalent, Metrobus 291, runs between Tunbridge Wells and Gatwick Airport and is 
the only bus route on which East Grinstead is a calling-point rather than a terminus. It is hourly for 
most of the day, two-hourly on Sundays, and competes with Arriva between Grinstead and Crawley: 
consequently return tickets are not interchangeable. 

Southdown 

Service 36, East Grinstead station, Ship Street, Saint Hill, Sharpthorne (double-run), Horsted 
Keynes, Lindfield, Haywards Heath, Brighton: Two-hourly. Journey time to Haywards Heath I hr, to 
Brighton 2 hrs. First bus to Brighton 7.50 weekdays, 9.50 Sundays. Last bus from Brighton 9.40 p.m. One 
vehicle on the route worked by Chequer Road garage, East Grinstead. 

This route was introduced during World War II. Today there is no exact equivalent route, 
though both the hourly 270 and the thrice-daily 81 will convey you to Haywards Heath over different 
roads. [The latter and the more frequent 84 join Grinstead and West Hoathly by almost the same 
route.] 

Service 87, East Grinstead Cantelupe Road, Saint Hill, Hazelden crossroads, Kingscote 
station, Selsfleld, West Hoathly, Sharpthorne, Ashdown Forest the Goat: Irregular intervals. Journey 
time 36 mm. First bus to the Goat 7.44 weekdays, 1.4 p.m. Sundays. Last bus to East Grinstead 9.45 p.m. 
daily. Worked by one vehicle from Chequer Road garage. 

In June 1950 the traffic manager of Southdown Motor Services reported that the 87 had 
suffered a serious decrease in passengers in the last few years and was losing money heavily. The 36 
had stolen much of its traffic. 'It is obvious that services between East Grinstead and West Hoathly 
had been overdeveloped.' Even so, the route remained in operation until April 1971. 

There are stories of passengers using this route in the expectation of enjoying a pint at the 
Goat, only to find when they arrived that there was no pub - and not much else either. 

Service 92, East Grinstead Norton House, Ashurst Wood Three Crowns, Forest Row, Wych 
Cross, Chelwood Common pillar box, Nutley, Maresfield, Uckfield, Eastbourne: Inward journeys 
terminated at the Roman Catholic church, continuing empty via Park Road to Garland Road. Hourly. 
Journey time to Uckfield 1 hr. to Eastbourne 2 hr 14 mm. First bus to Eastbourne 7.23 weekdays (from the 
Crown), 10.20 Sundays. Last bus Eastbourne to East Grinstead Crown 8.55 p.m. daily. One bus on the route 
was worked by Chequer Road garage and finished at Uckfield; conversely one of the buses from Uckfieid 
finished at Chequer Road. Double-deck buses were often used on the 92, which was in operation until April 
1971. 

12 



Today's nearest equivalent to service 92, which made an advertised (and presumably 
guaranteed) connection at Cheiwood Common pillar box with service 30 to Danehill, Horsted 
Keynes, Lindfield, Haywards Heath and Brighton, is Metrobus 261, East Grinstead, Uckfield, 
Eastbourne, with six journeys each way on weekdays. 

Southdown Coach, Eastbourne, Uckfield or Lewes, East Grinstead, Victoria coach station: 
Eight journeys each way Mondays to Fridays, nine on Saturdays and Sundays. Journey time from East 
Grinstead to Eastbourne I Y2 hrs via Uckfield or 1 hr 48 mm. via Danehill, Lewes and Seaford. 

In order to 'protect' London Transport's route 708 passengers were not conveyed locally 
between East Grinstead Crown and London, though they were permitted to board or alight at College 
Lane. 

Now there are only two National Express coaches daily between Victoria, East Grinstead, 
Eastbourne and Hastings, so timed as to make an afternoon at the seaside impossible for 
Grinsteadians. 

Sargent 

Service 3, Cantelupe Road, Moat Road, Holtye Road, Hammerwood, Cowden crossroads, and 
3A, Cantelupe Road, Moat Road, Holtye Road, Ashurst Wood memorial: about every I V2 to 2 hrs. 

These services interworked, using one vehicle for most of the day plus another at peak times. 
Tumround time at termini was brief but, with little other traffic on the roads, achieving punctuality 
should have presented no problem. (For further details of Sargent's routes in 1950 see Bulletin 31 
(Autumn 1981), p. 11 .) 

Today's nearest equivalent is a single journey from Edenbridge to East Grinstead station via 
Cowden at 9.50 balanced by a return at 12.41, at the time of writing Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only 
[but due to be extended at East Grinstead, retimed and run five days a week when the 246 comes m]. 

Beacon 

Rotherfield, Crowborough cross, Nutley (Thursday excepted) or Hartfleld (Thursday only), 
Forest Row, East Grinstead 18 London Road, Victoria coach station: Depart East Grinstead for London 
at 9.30 daily, 6.15 p.m. Sundays only; return from Victoria at 11.15 a.m. Sundays, 5.45 p.m. Mondays to 
Fridays, 6.45 p.m. Saturdays, 8.0 p.m. Sundays; that is to say, one return journey on weekdays, two on 
Sundays. 

It seems that Beacon, unlike Southdown, was allowed to convey passengers locally between 
East Grinstead and Blindley Heath. 

In total, fourteen bus or coach routes served East Grinstead in 1950 and strangely enough that 
is exactly the same number as now - excluding special school routes and the Bluebell Railway's 473. 
By today's standards an hourly frequency is reckoned to be good but few routes run on Sundays. 
Some of today's routes, such as the X38 to Gatwick Airport, have no 1950 equivalent while many of 
1950's routes vanished years ago. Ashurst Wood is slightly better served now than in 1950 while the 
service between Feibridge and Lingfield, once so good, is now abysmal. Connections between one 
route and another are usually poor, giving the impression that each service is planned in isolation. 
On the other hand, in 1950 there were bus termini scattered all round the town, to the inconvenience 
of passengers, whereas all routes now serve the railway station, where there is a crying need for a 
smart new bus station like that at Redhill. 
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However, things could be worse and, were it not for county support, most bus services would 
have long ceased to exist. Who knows, things may even improve! 

FOR LAST GRINSTEAD 
CRAWLEY & DISTRICT 

SUMMER SERVICES Price3 
1950 

Historical information in this 
article has been derived from 
contemporary local newspapers 
and the Kent & Sussex Courier's 
summer 1950 rail and bus 
timetable booklet for East 
Grinstead, Crawley and district, the 
front and back covers of which are 
illustrated here. Edwin Tooth, 
whose sticker appears in the corner 
of the back cover, was the shop 
from which this copy was bought. 

EDWIN TOOTH 

FOO  

THE NEWS 

Even the Nee Boy 

Is happy on FrIdny,--

CourIer Day—taking 

round the New, and 

pictures of the week. 

The Classified Columns 

of the Courier provide 

Bargain Hunting in X 	

mrnfam These -- Gift- 

found 1. -riaty. 

* 	

. 

: 

KENT AND SUSSEX 

COURIER 
EAST GBINOTEAO 	 COAWLEY 

56.58 LONDON ROAD 	 41 HIGH STREET 
TEL: 202 	 TEL: 404 

THE LINGFIELD ROAD AREA, c. 1860 - 1900 (Bulletin 67 (Spring 1999): ADDENDA 

Mrs A. B. Owen, the niece of John Waters and daughter of his sister Margaret, writes, with reference 
to P. 11: 

Arthur Curtis Waters, farmer, of Durkins Farm, who incidentally was also Chairman of the 
Urban District Council (in the 1920s), was not the father of John Waters. 	John was not the third 
generation of the family but the fourth. 	The third generation was William Arthur Waters, Percy 
John Waters and Alfred George Waters. W. A. Waters and P. J. Waters bought A. G. Waters' share 
and in 1960 sold part of the farm to Taylor Woodrow [developers]. John Peirce Waters, the son of 
William Arthur Waters, continued to run the rest of the farm, with pigs and chicken, from 1960 to 62 
when he sold the Sussex part of the land to Lyons [developers]. This included the farm house and 
farm buildings but no other properties. The four cottages, 47 - 53 Durkins Road, were sold 
privately and still stand today. 

An incidental piece of information can be given with regard to the last paragraph on p.10 
regarding Samuel Relf, who was a brickmaker and died aged 83 in 1876. 	He was related by 
marriage to Charles Waters, later brickmaker at Durkins. 	Samuel Reif was married to Jane Payne 
and Charles Waters' father George was married to her sister Elizabeth Payne. Charles Waters was, 
therefore, a nephew of Samuel Reif. 

OTHER ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 	 David Gould 

References to earlier Bulletins: first two digits Bulletin number, second two page number. 

CYCLE-MAKERS [6812f, 6815]: Charles Weller, cycle-maker at 66 London Road in 1899, was 
by 1903 at 5 Queens Road. After that he disappears from the directories. 

EDWARD STEER [4909, 5104, 6511] was aged 11 in 1856, not 14; he was born on 22 May 1845. 

W. R. PEPPER [6806] was aged 50 in 1881, not 58. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM COMPASS 
	

reviewed by P. D. Wood 

EAST GRINSTEAD MUSEUM We had the good news some time ago that the East 
Grinstead Museum Society was to bring out a periodical somewhat 
on the lines of the Bulletin, to deal with topics related to the Museum 
over an area not limited to the old parish of East Grinstead but 
extending to surrounding parishes in all three counties. Now the first 
issue is out, and a very promising one it is. The editing is in the 
hands of our own Michael Leppard, recognisably scholarly and 
meticulous, and the only editor in the U. K., perhaps in the world, 
who still calls them new pence. Some of the contents follow a 
pattern familiar to Bulletin readers - reminiscences, speech usages, 
lists of useful references - but noticeably extended to cover the wider 
area. Anything which will prevent people's interest in local history 
from stopping dead at the parish boundary must be welcome, and 
notices of neighbouring societies and study groups are especially so. 

A new departure is an excellent piece on Dry Hill Iron Age fort. The pre- and sub-Roman 
period is both important and neglected, and Peter Gray's contribution is most valuable. It has been 
said that all distribution maps are to a large extent distribution maps of archaeologists. Prehistory 
has been scarce hereabouts since the death of Fred Tebbutt and a revival of interest is overdue. Who 
better to support it than the Museum Society? 

Welcome to issue no.1 and all its successors. 

Available from Town Museum, £1 per issue (by post £1.20). No. 2 is expected in June. Museum Society 
membership, including Compass, £2 p.a. Details from East Grinstead Town Museum, East Court. 

EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN TRAIL reviewed by A. G. Dyson 

This new edition of the town trail brings up to date our 
Society's historical and architectural survey of buildings in the 
High Street, first published in 1977. The High Street, a 
designated conservation area, has undergone far less 
development than the 'outer central' area (London Road, West 
Hill and the area between) covered by town trail no.2 and revised 
in 1994 to take account of the many changes of the previous 
decade. For the present trail the original bird's eye view of the 
High Street has been replaced by a new drawing, larger but less 
detailed. Of the individual buildings or groupings previously 
sketched, only Sackville College survives (inevitably and justly), 
accompanied this time by Cromwell and Clarendon Houses. 

EAST 
GRINSTEAD 
Town Trail 

The trail itself itemises 44 places of note, now all usefully detailed on a single side of the 
quarter-folded A3 sheet. The presentation and grouping of individual buildings has been changed 
(previously the itemised number was 40) and the route taken also differs; both making direct 

comparison difficult. The impression is that more has been cropped from the earlier text than added 
to it, but there are important refinements to the dating of several individual buildings which make the 
new version well worth acquiring. (E1 from bookshops and Town Museum) 
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SHORTER NOTICES 	 by the Editor 

P. Gascoyne (ed.), 1928-98. 70 Years at Windmill Lane (Imberhorne School, no date or price) is an 
account of the former County Grammar School up to comprehensivisation in 1970. (A second 
instalment will tell the rest of the story.) It relies heavily, and interestingly, on reminiscnces, 
supplemented by school magazines, and has plenty of illustrations, which, however, having 
apparently been scanned into a computer, have not come out well. Pressure to complete the work 
as soon as possible after the 70th anniversary re-union may explain some imperfections in 
punctuation, though not for consistently printing headmaster in inverted commas. The attempt to 
link it with the school founded by Robert Payne in 1708 is special pleading by the late Dr Sandall. 
The account of the early years ought to have explained the two categories of pupil before the 1944 
Act, 'scholarship', educated free, and fee-payers, and mentioned the refusal of some parents to let 
their daughters take up places awarded to them. Uniforms were bout from Broadley (sic) Bros, not 
made by them. Lists of former pupils with whom others wish to make contact are a useful 
appendix. 

FAMILY HISTORY IN WEST SUSSEX (Local History mini-guide to sources, no. 6, 1997) This 
latest addition to West Sussex county library and record office's admirable series is as welcome as its 
predecessors, though for East Grinstead ancestors one needs the comparable East Sussex publication 
as well. Following the splitting of our ancient parish between the two counties in 1974 much 
original material is inevitably in the East Sussex record office. The compilers have done their best 
to cover the Mid Sussex parishes but some published sources have escaped, e.g. the Pevensey Rape 
hearth tax returns. It might have been worth noting that our Zion Chapel's records are at the 
Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion's offices in Essex. (Public Library and Town Museum, £1) 

SUSSEX PASTAND PRESENT (the newsletter of the Sussex Archaeological Society) no.89 (Dec. 
1999) reproduces on its cover a lithograph of Forest Row church before the spire was put on. An 
article on Sussex scenes by William Burchell, discovered in South Africa by Prof. Brian Warner (an 
Old Boy of East Grinstead Grammar School) mentions the artist's work here in 1803. 

John Rogers (ed.), EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT ATHLETIC CLUB HISTORY 19 78-9 7 
(N.D.) is not so much a history as the equivalent of Wisden, detailed records and statistics of greatest 
interest to devotees. There is a useful account of the club's origins and some good photographs (in 
one of which Roger Binks is given as Banks). No information is given on price and availability. 

WEALDEN IRON RESEARCH GROUP NEWSLETTER 30 (Autumn 1999) reports and illustrates 
a small bloomery furnace site in the area suggested for our Domesday Book ferraria [5904, 67031. 

PLACE-NAME NEWS 

THE FELD, the name of the ancient area of open land preserved in Feibridge, Felcourt, Feismere, 
etc., has been given (on the suggestion of Mr M. J. Leppard) to the housing development just to the 
south of the bridge at Felbridge. 

INEXPLICABLE NAME CHANGES: Herontye House (a name new in 1912 for a new building) 
has been re-named Keeble House on conversion back from offices. Boylys Farm (first noted 1506, 
eponymous family first noted 1341) has for some time been called Milifield Farm. The refurbished 
officer-block Norton House has been re-named Linton House. L. A. S. and M. J. L. 


